April 30, 2023
= Welcome / Call to Worship

m “Sooner Count the Stars’ wusic and words by Doug Plank and Steve & Vikki Cook ©
2015 Sovereign Grace Worship CCLI #801260

| could sooner count the stars than number all Your ways
Though | only know in part, that part exceeds all praise
As sunlight fills the skies Your goodness fills my life
For all Your precious gifts receive my gratefulness

| could sooner drink the seas than fathom all Your love
Like a never ceasing stream are mercies through Your Son
The death of Christ alone deserves eternal song
For such a love as His receive my gratefulness
No praise is high enough no thanks is deep enough
No life is long enough to tell of all You've done No shout is loud
enough no words are strong enough No song is sweet enough
to sing Your love

| could sooner turn back time than turn Your heart away
Though the years go fleeting by Your mercies never change
Before You made the sun Your love was set on us For all Your
faithfulness receive my gratefulness
= “Arise, My SOU', Arise” by samuel stennett coL #801260

Arise, my soul, arise; shake off thy guilty fears:
the bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears: before the throne my
Surety stands, before the throne my Surety stands,
my name is written on His hands.

He ever lives above, for me to intercede, His all-redeeming
love, His precious blood to plead; His blood atoned for all our race,
His blood atoned for all our race, and sprinkles now the throne of
grace.

Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary;
they pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me.

"Forgive Him, O forgive," they cry, "Forgive Him, O forgive,"
they cry, "nor let that ransomed sinner die!"

The Father hears Him pray, His dear Anointed One;
He cannot turn away the presence of his Son.

His Spirit answers to the blood, His Spirit answers to the blood,
And tells me | am born of God!

My God is reconciled; His pard'ning voice | hear;

He owns me for his child, | can no longer fear; with confidence | now
draw nigh, with confidence | now draw nigh,

and "Father, Abba, Father!" cry.

m Scripture Reading - 2 Thess 2:1-12

= Offertory Prayer

= “O Help My Unbelief”

Words by Isaac Watts, Music by Justin Smith © 2007 Justin Smith Music CCLI #801260

How sad our state by nature is!  Our sin, how deep it stains!

And Satan binds our captive minds Fast in his slavish chains

But there's a voice of sov'reign grace, Sounds from the sacred word:
"O, ye despairing sinners come, And trust upon the Lord."

My soul obeys th' almighty call, And runs to this relief | would
believe thy promise, Lord; O help my unbelief! To the dear fountain
of thy blood, Incarnate God, | fly; Here let me wash my spotted soul,
From crimes of deepest dye.

Stretch out Thine arm, victorious King, My reigning sins subdue;
Drive the old dragon from his seat, With all his hellish crew. A guilty,
weak, and helpless worm, On thy kind arms | fall; Be thou my
strength and righteousness, My Jesus, and my all.

But there's a voice of sov'reign grace, Sounds from the sacred word:
"O, ye despairing sinners come, And trust upon the Lord."

m Confession / Prayer / Lord’s Supper-

u “By Faith” by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend, Kristyn Getty © 2009 Getty Music Publishing CCLI #801260

By faith we see the hand of God In the light of creation's
grand design In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth With the power of His
promise in their hearts Of a holy city built by God's own hand
A place where peace and justice reign

We will stand as children of the promise We will fix our
eyes on Him our soul's reward Till the race is finished and the
work is done We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the prophets saw a day When the longed-for Messiah
would appear With the power to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the church was called to go In the power of the Spirit
to the lost To deliver captives and to preach good news
In every corner of the earth (chorus)

By faith this mountain shall be moved And the power of the
gospel shall prevail For we know in Christ all things are possible For
all who call upon His name
m Message - “Thomas: From Determined Unbelief to Belief in the

Risen Christ” - John 20:24-29 - Pastor Scott
m Closing Hymn “Blessed Assurance”............... Hymn 345

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of
glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit,
washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all
the day long; this is my story, this is my song, praising my



Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now
burst on my sight; angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

Perfect submission, all is at rest; |in my Savior am happy
and blest, watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His
goodness, lost in His love.

m Benediction

Church Office (636) 464-1460
RockportBaptist@sbcglobal.net
www.rockportbaptist.org
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This Week’s Fighter Verse: Feed Your Soul by Memorizing
Scripture! Each week’s ‘Fighter Verse’ is meant to help you
“fight the good fight” of faith..

1 Peter 1:8-9

*Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, *obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

CHURCH CARES

TRAINING FOR MEN AND WOMEN OF ROCKPORT

Six Weeks
Tuesday Evenings | May 2 - June 6 | 6:30 - 8:30 PM

The purpose of this six-week study is to equip volunteers and ministry
leaders to respond with excellence and implement the best practices for
handling the variety of abuse scenarios at church, school, or ministry.

This course has been completed by the Elders and Deacons of Rockport
as well as the Women’s Council, and it is highly recommended for all men
and women who work or volunteer in children’s or women'’s ministries or

lead in any capacity. SIGN UP

Ba@ Shower

Saturday, May 27 at 12:30 PM - Shower for Baby Bartels
If you would like to go in on a group gift please let Cindy Boehm
know by Sunday, May14

“Thomas: From Determined Unbelief to Belief in the Risen Christ”
John 20:24-29

I. Unbelief: The
vv24-25
(1) Who is Thomas? A . One of the original
A deeply devoted follower of Jesus: Jn 11:16, 14:5-6
(2) Thomas’s

to believe the testimony of the Apostles

II. Unbelief is confronted by the of the Risen Christ

vv26-27
(1) Notice Christ chooses to meet Thomas  v26
Heb 10:24-25
(2) Notice he comes v27
(3) We have all we need to dispel and bring a solid
Rm 10:8-10
II. Unbelief is conquered where Christ is and
as Lord vv28-29
(1) A bold confession of Christ’s v28
e An “inclusio” - Jn 1:1, Jn 20:28
2)A confession of Christ v28 ; Ps 63:1,31:14

(3) Jesus accepts Thomas’s worship  v29 ; Rev 22:8-9
(4) Jesus blesses those (like us) who have not seen and yet
v29

* 1 Pet 1:8-9
* Jn 20:30-31



THIS WEEK AT ROCKPORT

SUNDAY - April 30

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 10:40 AM
Mortification of Sin Study 6:00 PM

Today’s Greeters - Kathy Blunt & Pfleegor
Today’s Tellers - Jonathan Gunby & Herman Meyer
Today’s Nursery - Julie & Gracie Bird

Please note: Nursery care during worship is for children up through age 2

Prayerfully consider Rockport’s Budget Needs

Rockport Weekly Budget Goal...........cccveeeeeene.. $5,263.00
March Weekly Average.......ccccccceeeviiiiivineeennnnn. $7,341.22
ANNOUNCEMENTS

m May 2 - June 6 - Church Cares Study - Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 PM
Please sign up!

m Sunday, May 7 - First Sunday Fellowship. Bring food to share

m May 9 - May 19 - Romania trip.

m Wednesday, May 10 - Congregational Prayer Meeting at 7PM

m Saturday, May 13 - Men’s Discipleship Breakfast at 8 AM
Bring food to share!

m Saturday, May 27 at 12:30 PM - Baby Shower for Victoria

Bartels

m D groups are meeting - check with your leader!

m Most Sundays at 6 PM - Study of “The Mortification of Sin”

m Family Camp 2023 - September 21-24

m Tuesdays at 1:30 PM at Rockport. - Exercise Class .
Please contact Susan Jackson for more information
susanjj1966@gmail.com or (636) 375-1113

A Word from Pastor Scott:
Sunday April 30, 2023
Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands,
and put out your hand, and place it in my side.
Do not disbelieve, but believe.”

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
John 20:27-28

From the very beginning, the veracity of the Christian faith has
stood firmly on the fact of the resurrection of Jesus. If it didn’t happen,
then it’s all a lie and you shouldn’t believe a word of it. But if it did
happen, you’d be a fool not to believe it! Because Jesus is either the
Lord He claims to be, or He is not! And the fact that He has risen from
the dead, shouts the truth that He is!

“He is Risen!” That’s not just an Easter confession. That is our
daily confession as Christians! And yet, the conviction that Jesus rose
from the dead did not come easy to His disciples. When they first heard
the news from Mary Magdalene, they refused to believe it. Nor did their
belief in the resurrection develop gradually over time, as some liberal
theologians claim — as if they were missing their dead Master so much
they were willing to convince themselves such a thing had happened.
But these were not gullible men. They were not just “itching” to believe
the resurrection. Instead, it took the shock of actually seeing Jesus alive
to jumpstart their doubting hearts into faith!

So it is with Thomas. He was not present when Jesus appeared
to the rest of the disciples that first Easter evening in John 20:19-23. So
for him, that event provoked a genuine crises of faith. How could he
believe in such a thing? Resurrections don’t happen, do they? And even
when the other disciples — his dear and trusted friends — told him
repeatedly what they had seen, he steadfastly refused to believe their
testimony! We often call this man “Doubting Thomas,” but the truth
goes much deeper than that! Thomas had hardened his heart into
unbelief — an unbelief from which Christ must come and rescue him, if
he is to come to faith. That’s the story we want to look at this morning in
John 20:24-29.

Christ s STILL risen! And that changes everything!

Pastor Scott



Kid’s Listening Sheet (4/30/23)
Title: “From Unbelief to ”
Bible Passages: John 20:

Key Words: Circle each word every time you hear it.

Risen Belief Unbelief
Death Twin Hands
Nails Sheep Fear
Faith God Lord

Doubt
Side

Confess

Blessed

What are three important things you heard during the sermon?

1.

Draw two pictures that show what you heard today:

1.
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Jesus and Thomas (John 20:24-29)
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