December 8, 2024
®m Announcements / Mission Moment for Lottie Moon
m Call to Worship - Luke 1:46-50

m “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” ccui #801260

God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay, Remember
Christ our Savior Was born on Christmas day, To save us all from
Satan's pow'r When we were gone astray;

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort
and joy.

From God our heav'nly Father, A blessed angel came; And unto
certain shepherds Brought tidings of the same How that in Bethlehem
was born The Son of God by name

"Fear not, then," said the angel, "Let nothing you affright; This day is
born a Savior Of Virgin pure and bright, To free all those who trust in
Him From Satan's pow'r and might."

Now to the Lord sing praises, All you within this place, And with true
love and charity Each other now embrace; This holy tide of Christmas
is filled with heav'nly grace.

m Scripture Reading - Luke 1:26-38
m Offering / Prayer

m “Once In Royal David’s City”........ccccevmmmmmmmmmmmmnmnnnnnnnnnnns Hymn 155

Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, Where a
mother laid her Baby In a manger for His bed: Mary was that mother
mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall: With the poor,
and mean, and lowly Lived on earth, our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew; He
was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew: And
He feeleth for our sadness, And He shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him Thro His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heav’'n above, And He
leads His children on To the place where He is gone.

m Confession / Lord’s Supper - Advent Confession of Sin
Almighty God,
You know all things.
Before You, every heart is open, every desire is known
From You no secret can be hidden

You know us through and through
You know all we have said and done.
Forgive us our sins
Cleanse the thoughts of our minds
Purify the motives of our hearts
Fill us with the presence of Your Spirit
That we might love you more fully
And bring honor to your Name
In all that we think and do
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

B "Heaven Came Down"..........ccmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnmnnnnnnnnnsennnennes Hymn 495

O what a wonderful, wonderful day Day | will never forget;

After I'd wandered in darkness away, Jesus my Savior | met.

O what a tender, compassionate friend He met the need of my heart;
Shadows dispelling, With joy | am telling, He made all the darkness
depart!

Heaven came down and glory filled my soul, When at the cross
the Savior made me whole; My sins were washed away And my
night was turned to day Heaven came down and glory filled my
soul!

Born of the Spirit with life from above Into God’s family divine,
Justified fully thro’ Calvary’s love, O what a standing is mine! And the
transaction so quickly was made When as a sinner | came, Took of the
offer Of grace He did proffer He saved me, O praise His dear name!

Now I've a hope that will surely endure After the passing of time; |
have a future in heaven for sure, There in those mansions sublime. And
it's because of that wonderful day When at the cross | believed; Riches
eternal And blessings supernal From His precious hand | received.

m “Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven” by Matthew Smith/Jeff Pardo ©2010
Detuned Radio Music/Simple Tense Songs CCLI #801260

Once on a dreary mountain We wandered far and wide, Far from the
cleansing fountain Far from the pierced side But Jesus sought and
found us And washed our guilt away With cords of love He bound us To
be His own today

Redeemed, restored, forgiven Through Jesus' precious blood
Heirs of His home in heaven Oh, praise our pardoning God

Dear Lord receive the glory Of each recovered soul
Oh who can tell the story Of love that made us whole?
Not our, not ours, the merit Be Yours alone the praise
And ours a thankful spirit To serve You all our days

Now keep us, holy Savior In Your true love and fear And grant us



by Your favor The grace to persevere Till in Your new creation When
Earth meets Heaven's shore We find our full salvation And praise You

evermore

m Message: “Things That Matter Most” — Pastor Scott
Galatians 6:14-18

m Closing Song

m Benediction

How To Join Rockport Baptist Church
We as a church are committed to the biblical teaching that church
membership is for believers in Christ who voluntarily band together under
the leadership of the Holy Spirit for worship, fellowship and service. We
therefore require the following:

(1) A credible profession of faith in Christ for salvation
(Romans 10:9-10)
(2) Obedience to Christ through water baptism
(Matthew 28:18-20)
(3) A willing commitment to the basic beliefs and practices of
this church as evidenced in our Confession of Faith and Church
Covenant (available upon request)

Those who are interested in seeking membership are asked to make this
known to Pastor Scott and/or an Elder who will provide a copy of our
Petition for Membership and explain the process.

Church Office (636) 464-1460
RockportBaptist@sbcglobal.net
www.rockportbaptist.org
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This Week’s Fighter Verse: Feed Your Soul by Memorizing Scripture! Each

week’s ‘Fighter Verse’ is meant to help you “fight the good fight” of faith.
Memorize it and use it for the good of your soul! .

Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives
in me. And the life | now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

The ACTS 4 FUND at Rockport is to help our members in

need. It's funded by designated offerings and administered by the
deacons. If you're led to contribute to this fund, please designate
your offering and amount accordingly.

2024 Christmas Missions Offering Options

* HeartCry Missionary Society *
* Lottie Moon Missions Offering *
* Psalm 67 Missions Network *
* Missionary Volunteer Michael Hawkins to Japan *
* Andrew & Stephanie Wilkinson serving in Central Asia *

Please designate the amount and destination for your gift for
missions, along with your regular Rockport offering.

“Things That Matter Most”
(Galatians 6:14-18)
l. only in the finished work of the Cross v14

» Gal 2:20
» Col 1:13-14

. only in the Power of the New Creation v15

* 2 Cor. 5:17
. Keep in the Blessing of New Life as God’s New
People v16
* ltisa blessing
+ “Walk” = “Keep ” Gal 5:25

* This “rule” is the New Standard of life centered on the work of
God’s in us

» We are part of the New People of God
Gal 3:26-29; Isa 54:10

IV. We who Follow Christ must bear the
Him wv17

that come with

* What are the “marks of Jesus”? (Stigmata)
* Paul had scars 2 Cor 11:23-24
* Do you have scars?

e Luke 9:23

V. Keep Resting in the

* Eph 2:8-9
* 2 Tim 2:1

of our Lord Jesus Christ v18




THIS WEEK AT ROCKPORT

Sunday, December 8, 2024

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 10:40 AM

Today’s Greeters - Heather Sloan & Mark Stoner
Today’s Tellers - Sherie Eagleburger & Stephanie Tompkins
Today’s Nursery - Kimberly Fels & Grace Dittmann

Please Note: Nursery care during worship is for children up through age 2

Prayerfully consider Rockport’s Budget Needs

Rockport Weekly Budget Goal............ccccooeevvriennnnnnn. $6,710.00
November Weekly Average.........cccccceeeeeeececrvveennnnnnn. $8,466.21
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday, December 14" at 8am

® Rockport Christmas Concert Celebration -- Sunday, December
15" at 6:30 PM. There will be a fellowship immediately following the

Celebration...please bring an appetizer or dessert to share!

e Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — Tuesday, December 24" at

5pm

A Word from Pastor Scott
Sunday, December 8, 2024

... you shall call his name Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins." Matthew 1:21

What is Advent? Advent is the traditional season of waiting, expecting, and
hoping as we look forward to celebrating the coming of Christ at Christmas.

The word “advent” comes from adventus, the Latin for “coming.” During this
season, we put ourselves in the shoes of those faithful generations who waited
patiently for the coming Messiah. At the same time, we also celebrate the fact
that we know He has already come in fulfillment of Scripture and will come
again at His second advent when He fills this world with His promised kingdom.
So Advent is a time for renewing our hope and yearning for Christ our King!

What is the point of the Advent Wreath on the table? For hundreds of years
Christians have used the Advent wreath to symbolize their hope in the coming of
Christ. With lit candles and the reading of the biblical story, we remind
ourselves of the meaning of Christ’s birth and the reason He came. The candles
on the outside represent the four weeks leading up to Christmas, while the center
represents Christ Himself. Our focus this year will be on the following themes
(with each week’s scripture reading given in parenthesis):

Dec 1 — Prophecy: God’s Promise of Christ’s coming (Isaiah 9:2-7)

Dec 8 — Mary: God’s Promise fulfilled through the virgin (Luke 1:26-38)

Dec 15 — Joseph: God’s Promise to a righteous man (Matthew 1:18-25)

Dec 22 — Angels: God’s Promise kept and celebrated (Luke 2:8-21)

Dec 29 — Magi: God’s Promise for those who seek Him (Matthew 2:1-12)

In addition, next Sunday begins a three week Advent Series looking at (1)
“The Song of Mary” in Luke 1:46-55; (2) “Zechariah’s Song” in Luke 1:67-80;
and (3) “The Joy of the Magi” in Matthew 2:1-12. Following that, we will start
a new study in January looking at “The Epistle of Jude: Contend for the Faith
Once for all Delivered to the Saints” (Just one chapter, but boy is it packed!)
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Kid’s Listening Sheet (12/8/24)

Title: “ Things That Matter ”
Bible Passage: Galatians 6:

Key Words: Circle each word every time you hear it.

Danger Cross Scars Finished
Work King Tree Christmas
Life Son Power New
Spirit Stones Walk Grace

What are three important things you heard during the sermon?

1.

Draw two pictures that show what you heard today:

1.
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AMEN
BEEN
BROTHERS
CIRCUMCISION
CROSS
ISRAEL
MARKS
PEACE
TROUBLE

Galatians 6:14-18
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